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CONFIDENTIAL PARIS 24552 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, LE, FR 

SUBJECT: FRENCH CONDITIONS FOR RENEWAL OF UNIFIL 

1 . MFA SECRETARY GENERAL SOUTOU TOLD THE DCM AUGUST 

4 THAT THE FRENCH WOULD PROBABLY BE PREPARED TO MAINTAIN 
THEIR CONTINGENT IN UNIFIL BEYOND THE EXPIRATION OF 
ITS FIRST 6-MONTH MANDATE, BUT ONLY ON TWO CONDITIONS. 

FIRST. THE LEBANESE GOVERNMENT MUST SUCCEED IN IN 
STALLING ITS FORCES IN THE SOUTH. SECOND, THE 
INSTALLATION SHOULD BE ACCOMPLISHED IN A WAY THAT 
WOULD RESULT IN THE LEBANESE FORCES BEING TOTALLY 
SURROUNDED BY UNIFIL FORCES AND THUS ISOLATED FROM ANY 
PROBLEMS WITH THE PALESTINIANS, THE CHRISTIANS, OR THE 
ISRAELIS. SOUTOU ADDED THAT, EVEN IF THESE CONDITIONS 
WERE MET, THE FRENCH WOULD PROBABLY INSIST THAT THE 
UNIFIL MANDATE BE EXTENDED FOR ONLY THREE MONTHS 
INSTEAD OF SIX. MOREOVER, FOLLOWING SEPTEMBER 19, 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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THE FRENCH WOULD BEGIN A THINNING DOWN OF THEIR UNIFIL 
TROOPS. 

2. SOUTOU EXPRESSED DISGUST WITH THE ROUTE CHOSEN TO 
GET THE LEBANESE UNIT SOUTH. HE SAID IT WAS CLEARLY 

A MOVE BY THE SYRIANS AND THE GOL AGAINST THE CHRISTIANS. 

HE SAID THAT, IF FRENCH UNIFIL GENERAL CUQ HAD NOT 
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BEEN ON VACATION AT THE TIME, THE ROUTE THROUGH HADDAD'S 
TERRITORY WOULD NEVER HAVE BEEN APPROVED. 

3. SOUTOU EXPRESSED STRONG DISTRUST OF THE SYRIANS, 

WHOM HE ACCUSED OF TRYING TO USE TO THEIR OWN PURPOSE - 
THAT IS AGAINST THE CHRISTIANS - THE SENDING OF 
LEBANESE TROOPS SOUTH. HE CAUTIONED THE US THAT IT 
MUST "MULTIPLY ITS WARNINGS TO BEIRUT” TO PREVENT 
SYRIAN MANIPULATION OF THE LEBANESE FORCES. 

HARTMAN 
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